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Part of Greater Prague since 1922, Strašnice is a district on the very edge of today’s inner city. 

Nowadays it is part of the Prague 3 and Prague 10 districts. Almost every decade of the last 

150 years has left its mark on Strašnice. The district is thus a mosaic of distinctive localities 

differing in the type of housing, the characteristics of the original inhabitants for whom the 

houses were built, and the current inhabitants. Throughout its history, the neighbourhood has 

offered a diverse range of housing types: a villa quarter, family house colonies, a slum, 

tenement houses in traditional block structures, and housing estates from different periods. 

In addition, there are and were several areas with non-residential functions: the current 

Hostivařsko-Malešická industrial area, manufacturing facilities in the area of Průběžná Street 

(Beran, Valchářová, 2005), and the partly unused spaces in Hagibor. 

Similar to other villages near Prague, Strašnice began to undergo its first major transformation 

in the second half of the nineteenth century in the wake of industrial development. In the 

decades before World War I, in addition to the first industrial plants, new residential buildings 

were built: tenement houses on the northern edge of Strašnice (Viktorka, Vackov) but also 

villas in the vicinity of today’s Starostrašnická Street (Státníková, 2019). The villa district in 

Strašnice (Figure 11.1) was one of the first such districts in the vicinity of Prague (Praha 

neznámá, 2021). 

This development intensified during the First Republic. Several factories were built around 

Průběná Street (Beran, Valchářová, 2005). The residential areas were also expanded, with 

several types of housing: in addition to the densification of existing residential areas, a villa 

district in Zborov, several family house colonies in the 1920s (Masaryk Colony, Strojvůdců 

Colony, Rybníčky Colony, Skalka Colony), and tenement houses around today's Průběžná and 

V olšinách streets were built (Státníková, 2019). Part of Prague’s largest slum, Na Slatinách, 

which was established in 1924, also fell within the Strašnice cadastre (Broncová, 2006). Some 

of the buildings in the slum are still preserved today. The settlement structure in the cadastral 

area of Strašnice in the early 1930s can be clearly seen in Table 11.1. 
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Figure 11.1: Villa quarter in Strašnice. 

Photo: Petra Špačková (2021). 

 

Figure 11.2: Cooperative houses on Pod Rapidem Street, built at the beginning of the 1920s. 

Photo: Petra Špačková (2021). 

  



Historical development of the population of Prague and its suburbs during the socialist period 

 

3 

 
 

 

 
 

For nearly four decades following the Second World War, there was continuous development 

of the residential function: a number of smaller housing estates with one to two thousand flats 

were completed in Strašnice at that time. The first of these is the well-known and 

architecturally valuable Solidarita housing estate (Figure 11.3), which was built in the late 

1940s as part of the so-called Two-Year Plan. It is the only housing estate in Strašnice that does 

not consist only of apartment buildings—half of the flats are located in terraced houses 

(Státníková, 2019). The Průběžná housing estate (between today’s Průběžná, Starostrašnická 

and Dubečská streets) followed in the second half of the 1950s, and, a few years later, the 

Rybníčky I and II housing estates were built in the area south of Solidarita. The Malešice 

housing estate extended to the area north of Solidarita. At the end of the 1960s, construction 

of the Skalka housing estate began in the area around the metro station of the same name 

(completed in the 1970s). However, the construction of the housing estates took its toll 

through the demolition of the vast majority of the old buildings of Staré Strašnice, which 

consisted, among others, of agricultural estates; only two original buildings remained 

(Broncová, 2006; Státníková, 2019). During the socialist period, the industrial function of the 

district was also strengthened. In the 1960s, an industrial zone was built partly within the 

cadastre of Strašnice—located mainly in Malešice and Hostivaře (Broncová, 2006). Thus, in 

the second half of the twentieth century, Strašnice definitively lost its agricultural and rural 

character and became a fully-fledged urban district (Státníková, 2019). 

 

Settlement Character 
Number 

of 
houses 

Population 

Staré Strašnice district 749 9,519 

Vackov cluster of houses 83 1,566 

Zborov cluster of houses 101 1,252 

dispersed temporary dwellings dispersed temporary dwellings 67 359 

Nové Strašnice district 27 299 

Na Slatinách colony, cluster of temporary dwellings 30 232 

Na Skalce cluster of houses 15 229 

Viktorka cluster of houses 7 197 

Za Drahou colony, cluster of temporary dwellings 29 174 

Staré Strašnice—total district 1,108 13,827 

Table 11.1: Settlements forming the cadastral territory of Strašnice (Census 1930). 

Source: Statistical Lexicon (1934). 

 



Historical development of the population of Prague and its suburbs during the socialist period 

 

4 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Figure 11.3: Solidarita housing estate, built in the late 1940s. 

Photo: Petra Špačková (2021). 

 

The character of the district is therefore influenced mainly by the expansion of the district in 

the pre-war period in response to the development of Prague and by socialist urban planning 

in the post-war period. After 1989, larger residential projects were no longer built and only 

vacant areas within the existing development were developed (e.g., residential projects such 

as Gutovka or Vinice). Several larger buildings with non-residential functions were also built 

(e.g., a Tesco department store and the Czech Statistical Office near the Skalka metro station 

and Radio Free Europe near the Želivského metro station). 

 

Development of the number of inhabitants, houses, and apartments 
The development of the number of inhabitants, houses, and flats in the Strašnice cadastre 

corresponds with its gradual development during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 

Strašnice experienced very dynamic development during the First Republic. This is evidenced 

by the fact that there were even less than 5,000 inhabitants living in less than 400 houses in 

Strašnice in 1921, while in 1950 there were more than six times as many! At that time, the 

number of inhabitants had already begun to be impacted by the construction of several smaller 

housing estates, which took place practically throughout the entire socialist period: Solidarita, 

Rybníčky I and II, Malešice, and Skalka. The 1980 census recorded the highest number of 

inhabitants living in Strašnice—47,000. In the following twenty years, the number of 

inhabitants declined, mainly due to population ageing and shrinking household size. In the last 

twenty years, however, the population decline has stopped and is rather stagnant. This is a 

result of both new housing construction (the Gutovka and Vinice complexes) and especially 

the increase in the proportion of younger working-age residents in Prague and the revival of 

interest in inner-city housing and general reurbanisation tendencies (Haase et al., 2017). 
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Development of the social environment and age structure 
In the First Republic, while Strašnice was located on the periphery of Prague, the population 

living there was very diverse. On the one hand, the development of transport and industry 

allowed workers who had been employed in Prague and its suburbs since the second half of 

the nineteenth century to move into newly built tenement houses (Státníková, 2019). 

A specific feature of Strašnice was the large number of family house colonies for less affluent 

residents starting in the 1920s (the already mentioned Masaryk Colony, the Strojvůdců Colony, 

the Rybníčky Colony, and the Skalka Colony; Státníková, 2019). The Na Slatinách slum was 

inhabited at the time by workers who originally worked on the construction of the Spořilov 

housing estate or the gasworks in Michle (Broncová, 2006). On the other hand, in Strašnice, 

residents with a higher socioeconomic status, especially civil servants and state or municipal 

employees (Státníková, 2019), also lived in residential quarters that had been built at the 

beginning of the twentieth century (in Vackov or in the vicinity of Starostrašnická Street). 

Both Julie Moscheles (1937) and Jiří Král (1946) classify Strašnice into very similar groups in 

their neighbourhood typologies according to socioeconomic status: as a neighbourhood of 

weak economic status and with socially rather strong and weak populations. In 1921, the 

population of Strašnice was already half made up of workers and day laborers. Compared to 

other Prague peripheral districts, however, a relatively high proportion of flats were also 

occupied by groups of clerks and orderlies or entrepreneurs and proprietors (both groups 

around 25%; Špačková, Nemeškal, 2015a; Špačková, Nemeškal, 2015c). 

In 1970, Strašnice was a rather average Prague district in terms of the socioeconomic structure 

of its inhabitants. Nevertheless, there were some differences between the different parts of the 

neighbourhood, reflecting the diverse composition of the built-up area (see the 1970 social 

status map). Areas where people with a higher socioeconomic status lived were mainly the 

newly built housing estates of Solidarity, Rybníčky I and II, and Malešice (the proportion of 

residents with secondary and university education ranged between 34–41%). The residential 

areas of Zborov and Třebešín also retained their high socioeconomic status. Both types of areas 

had lower proportions of workers: 33–38% (the Prague and Strašnice average was 43%). 

Conversely, a higher proportion of workers and less educated inhabitants could be found in 

areas with pre-war family houses (in Nové Strašnice and in the then still undemolished houses 

in Skalka in Staré Strašnice) and also in areas with tenement houses (for example, around the 

streets Olšinách and Starostrašnická). 

However, the positions of the different parts of the district changed slightly over the next forty 

years. By far the highest socioeconomic status in 2011 was held by the residents living in the 

new Vinice residential project (more than three-quarters of residents had high school or 

university degrees). Solidarita and Rybníčky I and II housing estates and the Třebešín 

residential area also retained a higher status. The position of the area around Průběžná Street 

improved where residential buildings emerged in the late socialist and post-socialist period. 
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On the other hand, the Malešice housing estate has seen a deterioration in its position, but this 

is mainly influenced by the high proportion of seniors (who generally have a lower level of 

education than the younger generations). The area of Nové Strašnice, with its pre-war 

construction of family houses, has long had a low level of education. The share of residents 

with secondary and higher education was around 53% in both areas). Strašnice as a whole has 

remained an average Prague district in terms of educational level and employment structure 

(Špačková, Nemeškal, 2015b). 

In addition to the socioeconomic status of the residents, the age composition of the inhabitants 

also influences life in the neighbourhood. The age structure of the residents of Strašnice was 

very similar to other dynamically developing districts (see Figure 11.4). As mentioned above, 

Prague was developing rapidly as a new capital city and many new residents of younger 

working age were moving in. This was no different in the case of Strašnice: the population aged 

15–44 accounted for more than 60% of the total population while the elderly hardly lived 

here—only 3% of the population. 

 
Figure 11.4: Change in the population age structure of Strašnice. 

Source: ČSÚ (2020b), SLDB (1930; 1970; 1991). 

 

As in other inner-city neighbourhoods, the population was gradually ageing in the period after 

the Second World War. Residents aged 65 and over made up one-tenth of the population in 

1970. However, the population ageing was less intense than in neighbourhoods closer to the 

city centre (cf. e.g., Dejvice with 20% of the population in the senior age group; Klsák et al., 

2020). This was due to the large undeveloped areas providing opportunity for the construction 

of new residential units (Solidarity housing estate or Rybníčky I and II). Young families with 

children moved into them—the proportion of children under 14 years of age fell from only 

20% (in 1930) to 17% over the 40 years under review. This trend was then also evident in the 

second half of the socialist period: the ageing of the population in the existing housing estates 

and the migration of residents to the newly built Skalka housing estate, the majority of whom 

were families with children. 
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Similar to the First Republic period, people of younger working age are markedly represented 

in the population of Strašnice (and, similarly, there is strong immigration of young people 

across the whole of Prague). The difference, however, is the proportion of seniors—residents 

aged 65 and over accounted for a full one-quarter of the population in 2019 (compared to only 

3% in 1930). In general, in terms of the evolution of the population age structure, Strašnice is 

different from typical inner-city neighbourhoods (as the ageing of the population is not as 

intense) and housing estates as we do not observe the typical two-generation age structure 

(see, for example, the specialised maps for Jižní Město and/or Kobylisy). 

The last characteristic of the population structure to be evaluated is the ethnic population 

structure. Already in the First Republic, a large community of principally Russians and 

Ukrainians, having fled the Bolshevik Revolution, lived in Strašnice. With the support of the 

state, they even had their own church, schools, and grammar school (Broncová, 2006). In 2019, 

12% of the population of Strašnice was made up of people of foreign nationality, but their 

structure and previous migration histories were different. The most frequent were Ukrainians 

(36%), Slovaks (20%), Russians (11%), and Vietnamese (5%). Their distribution in the 

different parts of the district was, however, uneven. Foreigners made up a substantial part of 

the inhabitants of the new residential project Vinice (ZSJ U hagiboru)—as many as one-third. 

In contrast, the smallest proportion of foreigners lived in selected housing estates, such as 

Solidarity or Malešice (around 7%). 
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