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Kobylisy has been a Prague district since the First Republic when it joined Greater Prague in
1922. Nowadays it is part of the district Prague 8. In essence, Kobylisy is a district composed
of two different types of housing. One part of the neighbourhood consists of pre-war block
buildings from Prague’s industrial development in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
century and, later, from the rapid development of Prague as the capital of the new state
between the two world wars. These are accompanied by a small housing estate from the late
1940s. A different character of housing development can be found in the Dablice housing
estate, which was built using different urban planning principles. The high quality of the
architectural and urban design and the construction itself makes Dablice one of the most
valuable housing estates in the Czech Republic. Despite its predominantly residential function
however, Kobylisy is also home to several important institutions such as the State
Administration of Land Surveying and Cadastre as well as the Institute of Photonics and
Electronics of the Czech Academy of Science.
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Similar to other Prague suburbs, Kobylisy experienced significant population growth in the
second half of the nineteenth century when workers working in the factories of Libenl began
to move here during the intense period of the Industrial Revolution, (Broncova, Polak, 2014).
The main development axes included Trojska, V HoleSovicky, Davidkova, Strizkovska,
Prosecka streets (TuCek 2019). The number of inhabitants increased approximately fivefold
between 1869 and 1900, and, by the beginning of the twentieth century, Kobylisy was already
a municipality with more than 2,000 inhabitants. However, it still retained its agricultural
character at that time (Broncova, Polak, 2014).

Kobylisy became part of what is known as Greater Prague (in the Prague 8 district) at the
beginning of the 1920s, although it was only on its very outskirts. For Kobylisy, however, it
was the impetus to further develop its residential function. According to plans drawn up by
the State Regulatory Commission in 1924, several types of housing developments were
realised (Tucek 2019). A number of villas were built during the First Republic (Broncova and
Polak 2014). Then, within the municipality of Dablice at that time, the Nové Dablice colony of
family houses was built in the vicinity of Kobylisy’s built-up area as well as the Seidl colony on
the opposite side of the Dablice cemetery (family houses and small tenement houses, see
Figure 12.1; Broncova, Polak, 2014, Prague unknown, 2021). The (first 67 houses of the) Seidl
colony was built in the late 1930s by the factory owner Seidl, who ran a butcher and sausage
shop. According to Hana Repkova, it resembles the development of a “satellite” beyond the
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borders of Greater Prague (Repkov4, 2019). These parts of the Dablice municipality were then
annexed to the capital in 1951 and became part of the Kobylisy cadastre (Wimmer, 2000).

Figure 12.1: Seidl colony.
Source: Praha zndmd nezndmd (2021).

Number
Settlement Character of Population
houses
Kobylisy district 522 5,881
Kobylisy - total district 522 5,881

Table 12.1: Settlements forming the cadastral territory of Kobylisy (Census 1930).
Source: Statistical Lexicon (1934).

As with other neighbourhoods on the outskirts of the city, housing construction intensified
significantly in the post-war period, and two new residential areas were created. First, the
smaller housing estate Kobylisy I was built in the western part of the cadastre (in the vicinity
of Horniatecka Street) in the late 1940s. The chosen urbanistic structure respected the pre-war
regulation (Tucek, 2019). Interestingly, in the 1980s, the houses were then supplemented with
mansard extensions (Tucek, 2019).

However, the construction of the Dablice housing estate between 1968-75 (with extensions
until 1983; Janeckova, 2017) brought a far more significant increase in the number of flats
constructed and new residents. The housing estate was proposed in the Directional Plan of the
capital city of Prague from 1961 as a part of Severni mésto (Northern City). This was to include
four separate but interconnected housing estates (Tucek, 2019). The housing estate consisted
of nearly 10,000 flats (Janeckova, 2017) in various types of apartment buildings and also in
terraced houses close to the First Republic villa development (see Figure 12.2; Tucek, 2019,
Repkova, 2019). The estate also had rich civic amenities, including a department store and
a cinema in addition to kindergartens, primary schools, and shops (Janeckova, 2017). In

general, the apartments and amenities were designed to a higher standard than was common
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(Repkova, 2019). For its architectural and urban design qualities, the housing estate was
already highly rated in the 1970s and had a similar status to the Lesna housing estate in Brno

(Svacha, 2019).

Figure 12.2: Ddblice housing estate—large prefabricated houses and terraced family houses.
Photo: Petra Spackovd (2021).
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Figure 12.3: One of the alternatives of the planned CPI construction project in the Ddblice

housing estate.
Source: Prazsky denik, vizualization CPI.
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In the period after 1989, no further significant construction took place. However, the area of
the estate has been under considerable pressure from developers recently. They are trying to
construct new buildings in open spaces as well as in the places currently occupied by low-rise
amenity buildings (Svacha, 2019). Many experts therefore believe that the estate should be
placed under heritage protection (e.g. Repkova, 2015).

Development of the number of inhabitants, houses, and apartments

When examining the development of the number of inhabitants, houses, and flats in Kobylisy,
we can identify two periods of intensive development. The first is the first half of the twentieth
century and especially the period of the First Republic. Originally Kobylisy was a rural village
with only 135 houses and 2,125 inhabitants in 1900. Fifty years later, however, it was home to
more than 10,000 inhabitants residing in almost a thousand homes (see the population
development chart in the map sheet).

Despite this relatively intensive development, Kobylisy experienced the most concentrated
increase in the number of inhabitants and expansion of housing in connection with the
construction of the large housing estate Dablice in the late 1960s and especially in the 1970s
in addition to a smaller housing estate in the vicinity of Horndtecka Street (from late 1940s).
In 1980, the district had the largest population in its history: 37,000. Although other smaller
residential buildings were built in the following decades as evidenced by the slightly increasing
number of houses and apartments, the population has steadily declined since then. In 2019,
only 28,000 residents lived in the Kobylisy cadastre. The situation is similar to other housing
estates (Spackova, Pospisilova, 2017) and is related to the gradual reduction in household size
associated with the natural transformation of formerly young families moving into new
apartments (as adult children leave the shared household), as well as the general trend of
changing household structure and size.

Development of the social environment and age structure

In the period before the First World War, Kobylisy was inhabited mainly by people who
worked in agriculture and industry and found there mainly cheap housing with low rents
(Spackova, Nemeskal, 2015a). This is illustrated by the structure of the population by social
status in 1921: three-quarters of the population were workers and labourers (Spackova,
NemesSkal, 2015c). Despite intensive construction during the First Republic, which also
included villas for residents of higher socioeconomic status, the overall image of Kobylisy did
not change significantly. Accordingly, Julie Moscheles (1937) categorised the district as one of
very low economic status. Similarly, Jifi Kral, a decade later (1946), describes the inhabitants
as socially weak.

The 1970 census of population, houses, and flats shows that Kobylisy retained a below-average

social status even during the first half of the socialist period. The proportion of inhabitants

with a secondary or higher education was below average (26% vs. 31% for Prague as a whole)

and the proportion of workers was slightly higher (45% vs. 43%). However, a degree of spatial
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differentiation in the cadastral area is evident. A higher proportion of the working-class
population and those with a lower level of education lived in Dolni Kobylisy (pre-war
construction) and also in Staré Dablice near the Dablicky cemetery. On the other hand, the
higher socioeconomic status was shown in the area of ZS] Pod Kobyliskaou vozovnou, where
the housing estate was built in the vicinity of Hornatecka Street.

New residents of the Dablice housing estate showed relatively higher educational attainment.
Young families with children were the characteristic group of residents of the newly built flats.
Due to the increasing availability of education during the twentieth century, young people
generally achieved higher levels of education (Spackova, Pospisilova, 2017). However, the
population structure was still very diverse—a distinctive feature of the Dablice housing estate.
According to the testimonies of long-term residents, apartments in the housing estate were
provided to prominent members of the regime (communist officials, actors, singers,
sportsmen), diplomats or middle-class intellectuals as well as workers and socially
disadvantaged residents (Ctvrtlikové, 2019, Mlcoch, 2019, Pufflerova, 2019).In 1980, Kobylisy
was one of the neighbourhoods with the highest level of education in Prague (Spackova,
Nemeskal, 2015b), and a high proportion of employees (or a low proportion of workers) lived
there (Spackova, Nemeskal, 2015c).

In the post-socialist period, Kobylisy became one of the neighbourhoods whose position within
the city was worsening (such as Hjje, Stiizkov, or Kr¢). Although there was still an increase in
the educational level of the population, this process was significantly slower than in the city as
a whole (Spac¢kova, Nemeskal, 2015b). In general, Kobylisy was one of the districts with an
average level of education (Spackova, Nemeskal, 2015b) and an average share of employed
people in the three highest categories of the International Standard Classification of
Occupations (Spackova, Nemeskal, 2015c).

The areas with a high level of education included two parts of the Dablice housing estate (ZS]
Kobylisy u hvézdarny, with terraced family houses, and ZS] Nové Dablice—the northern part
of the Dablice housing estate): the pre-war area of Kobylisy, complemented by several new
residential projects (ZS] Horni Kobylisy), and ZS] Pod Cimickym hijem with pre-war family
houses and several prefabricated houses. On the other hand, a low educational level was
reported in ZS] Dolni Kobylisy with its pre-war housing and, more recently, also in ZS] Dablice-
vychod and Pod Ladvim, which form the eastern and northern part of the Dablice housing
estate.

Similar to the social structure, the age structure of the population of Kobylisy has changed
significantly over the last century. In 1930, during a period of rapid development in Prague, a
very young population lived in Kobylisy. A similar situation prevailed in most of Prague’s
neighbourhoods. Three-fifths of the population was made up of people between 15 and
44 years of age (see Figure 12.4). This and the child component of the population under 14
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(19%) never again had such a high share of the total population. In contrast, seniors over 65
were only 4% of the population.
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Figure 12.4: Age structure changes in the population of Kobylisy.
Source: CSU (2020b), SLDB (1930; 1970; 1991).

The population, which had moved to Kobylisy during the First Republic, gradually aged over
the socialist period. A large group aged 60 years and over can be seen in the age pyramid for
1970—already more than 16% of the total population. The young population between 15 and
29 years of age who moved into the new housing built in the post-war period was also more
significant.

In the second half of the socialist period, the development of the age structure of the population
was significantly impacted by the construction of the Dablice housing estate. In 1991, a typical
two-generation age structure was evident. In the age pyramid we can clearly see the original
generation of parents (then aged 40-54 years) and children (aged 10-24 years). Unlike other
estates (such as Jizni Mésto), the senior population was also represented in the estate due to
the pre-war and early post-war residential development.

A further ageing of the two-generation age structure of the inhabitants of the Kobylisy housing
estate has been recorded in the last 30 years. This is linked to a significant increase in the
proportion of senior citizens: almost one-third of the population is already aged 65 and over.
However, there is a clear increase in the proportion of residents of younger productive age as
aresult of the migratory attractiveness of Prague for residents of other Czech regions and their
migration to Prague.

The last characteristic of the population can be assessed through mapping citizenship. In 2019,
9% of the total population had a nationality other than Czech. Ukrainians (35%), Slovaks
(19%), Russians (9%), and Vietnamese (5%) were the most represented. A higher proportion
of foreigners lived in the older parts of Kobylisy—11-14% in the pre-war and early post-war
developments. In BSU Pod Kobyliskou vozovnou there was also a significantly higher
proportion of Ukrainians (44% of the total number of foreigners), and in BSU Dolni Kobylisy
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there were more often residents of Vietnamese nationality (12%). On the other hand,
relatively fewer foreigners lived in areas with housing estates (around 6-7%), with Slovaks
being more often represented.
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