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Nina Dvořáková 
 
In the socialist period, Jesenice could be characterised as a village in the recreational 
surroundings of Prague, mostly of an agricultural nature. In the second half of the 1990s, 
however, this village became synonymous with suburbanisation. Thanks to its attractive 
location in the southern hinterland of the capital—only less than three kilometres from the 
administrative borders of Prague and with very good transport accessibility—it was one of the 
first municipalities in Czechia to record a sharp increase in housing construction and an influx 
of new inhabitants after the fall of the Iron Curtain. Jesenice, together with Říčany and 
Černošice, saw one of the five largest municipal gains of inhabitants across the entire Central 
Bohemian Region due to immigration from 1991 to 2004. Jesenice also had one of the eight 
largest municipal migration gains in the entire state. Among larger municipalities with more 
than a thousand inhabitants, Jesenice, together with Vestec and Hovorčovice, witnessed some 
of the highest average annual intensity in housing construction between 1997 and 2004 (ČSÚ, 
2005). 

One of the first historical mentions of Jesenice can be found in the Vyšehrad Charter from 1088. 
Parts of the village originally belonged to various Prague churches (e.g., St. Valentine's Church, 
St. Stephen’s Church, and St. Wenceslas Church in Zderaz). In the middle of the eighteenth 
century, farms were bought and joined by the Prague Archbishopric to the Dolnobřežany 
district (Vidím, 2021). Due to the fact, that an important transport artery passed through 
Jesenice, a postal and horse-switching station, which was part of the postal connection 
between Prague and Vienna (C. K. Okresní Školní Rada, 1898), was established in the village 
as early as 1571. In 1869, a gendarme station was established in the village (Vidím, 2021), and, 
in the same year, due to the frequent inaccessibility of the way to Dolní Jirčany during the 
winter months, representatives of Jesenice applied for permission to establish a school. The 
application was approved in 1874. Initially, only a classroom with an apartment for teachers 
in a rented building was established in the village. The construction of a new school with three 
classes was completed five years later. The Industrial and Economic School was established in 
Jesenice in 1893, and, in 1897, it was attended by 33 pupils with three teachers in two classes 
(Figure 17.1). The church administration of the village was located in Dolní Jirčany, while the 
nearest railway station for the inhabitants was found only in Krč (C. K. Okresní Školní Rada, 
1898). 

 



Historical development of the population of Prague and its suburbs during the transformation period 
 

2 
 
 
 

 
Figure 17.1: Jesenice school in a historical photograph. 
Source: C. K. Okresní Školní Rada (1898). 
 

 
Figure 17.2: Representation of Jesenice in indicator sketches (1841). 
Source: National Archive (2021). 
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Figure 17.3: Historical postcard of the village Horní Jirčany. 
Source: Fotohistorie.cz (2015). 
 

Historical information about the village can be obtained from both older (e.g. C. K. Okresní 
Školní Rada, 1898) and modern sources (e.g. Vysloužilová, Čuřík, 2008). The modern history 
of the village is a consequence of massive housing development and an extreme increase in 
population. In the last 20 years, the municipality has struggled with a disproportionate traffic 
load, uncoordinated territorial development, and insufficient technical and social 
infrastructure. A number of empirical works focused on this issue have been processed in 
recent years in the form of student theses (Puldová, 2006; Susová, 2007; Pergl, 2009; 
Vinterová, 2011; Pechová, 2019) and scientific publications (Potočný, 2006; Špačková, 
Ouředníček, Susová, 2012; Zévl, Ouředníček, 2021) which deal with issues of territorial 
development, the development of the physical and social environment of the village, or the 
traffic behaviour of the Jesenice inhabitants. 
 

Development of the number of inhabitants, houses, and apartments 
At the beginning of the 1870s, less than eight hundred inhabitants lived in the village, and over 
the next century, the population did not change significantly. The settlement structure of the 
village in the 1930 census is shown in Table 17.1. A larger population increase was recorded 
only in the 1980s, mainly due to the connection of the village Osnice. The sharp increase in 
population in connection with the process of suburbanisation started in Jesenice at the turn of 
the millennium, and this growth was based primarily on high levels of migration. 
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The number of in-migrants reached its maximum in 2008 when almost seven hundred people 
moved to the village. A higher number of in-migrants (over five hundred per year) has been 
typical of Jesenice since 2004. As the population grows, the number of out-migrants has also 
increased over the years. Thus, there has been a gradual decrease in the net migration 
(increase in migration). With a slight delay compared to the migration wave, there has also 
been a natural increase. Since 2007, more than a hundred children have been born in the 
village every year. At present, less than 10,000 inhabitants live in the village. The latest data 
shows that, over the last 10 years, an average of 340 inhabitants have been added to the 
territory of Jesenice every year. 

Table 17.1: Settlements forming the cadastral territory of Jesenice (Census 1930). 
Source: Statistical Lexicon (1934). 
 

 
Figure 17.4: Population balance of Jesenice between 1971–2019. 
Source: ČSÚ (2021). 
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In 1890, 88 houses with 733 inhabitants were registered in Jesenice (C. K. Okresní Školní Rada, 
1898). Horní Jirčany, originally a settlement within Dolní Jirčany (Figure 17.3) and since 1961 
part of Jesenice, was also part of the Břežany district. The inhabitants worked mainly in 
agriculture. In 1890, there were 16 houses with 62 inhabitants in that village. Zdiměřice, which 
was described as a village full of gardens, was inhabited by 141 inhabitants in 19 houses in 
1890 (C. K. Okresní Školní Rada, 1898). In the second half of the nineteenth century, the 
settlement of Zdiměřice belonged to Jesenice but was annexed to Osnice in the 1960s and 
1970s. Later, in 1980, Osnice, together with Zdiměřice was again annexed to Jesenice (ČSÚ, 
2015). 

All the mentioned parts of Jesenice have an older historical core, which is gradually followed 
by buildings from the socialist period. Family houses predominate, supplemented to a limited 
extent by apartment buildings and agricultural, production, or storage areas. It is also possible 
to find some recreational cottage buildings in the Botič valley. From the second half of the 
1990s to the present, territorial municipalities have undergone intensive residential 
development. Between 1991 and 2011, the number of houses in the village increased to 
1,938—almost 1,400 houses (approximately 2,500 flats) in 20 years. The construction was 
dominated by family houses, which complemented other commercial buildings (shopping 
centres, warehouses, production halls) or technical and social infrastructure. While the urban 
areas of the individual parts of the village did not follow each other before, today there is 
a gradual interconnection of their built-up areas (Zévl, Ouředníček, 2021). On the other hand, 
some peripheral parts of the village are adjacent neighbouring settlements (Dolní Jirčany, 
Prague - Hrnčíře, Průhonice, Dobřejovice). The large number of new buildings created in the 
last 25 years and the remoteness of selected parts of the new buildings from the original 
historic cores testify mainly to the thoughtless and uncoordinated territorial development of 
the village in its recent history. 
 

 
Figure 17.5: Aerial view of Jesenice in 2003 (left) and 2019 (right). 
Source: Seznam.cz (2021). 
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Development of the social environment and age structure 
At the beginning of the 1970s, three age groups predominated in the village age structure: 
people in their 60s, people in their 40s and young people between the ages of 15 and 29; 
women between the ages of 70 and 74 were also represented more often. Twenty years later, 
the most important groups were people around 40 and children aged 10–14. Currently, the 
age structure of Jesenice is dominated by children under 14 years of age and middle-aged 
people (from 35 to 49 years). There are very few people in the population between the ages of 
20 and 24—weak population ages born in the late 1990s. From a long-term perspective 
(1970–2019), the share of productive and post-productive components in the population of 
the municipality is decreasing, and the proportion of children is increasing (Table 17.2). We 
expect, however, that in the coming years there will be a slight increase in the number of older 
people due to the gradual aging of more strongly represented people in pre-retirement age. As 
for the current youthful age structure of Jesenice, we can look primarily to the process of 
suburbanisation, in which younger households—people with small children or people 
planning to start a family—come to the village for a long time. This is also reflected by the 
increased natural growth (2009–2019). 

Age group 1970 1991 2019 
0–14 17.36 % 21.39 % 24.27 % 
15–64 69.20 % 67.29 % 65.66 % 
65 + 13.44 % 11.32 % 10.07 % 

Table 17.2: Age structure of Jesenice between 1970–2019. 
Source: ČSÚ (2021). 
 
In the early 1970s, economically active people prevailed in manual as well as other 
occupations, with employees accounting for only 19% of workers. The share of people aged 15 
and over who obtained a high school diploma or university degree was also low, at only 11.6% 
in Jesenice and 8.7% in Horní Jirčany. Twenty years later, the share of the population with 
higher education increased to 26%, which is only slightly lower than that achieved in the 
district of Prague-West (28.5%). Women achieved higher education in the village. Zdiměřice 
and Jesenice were among the basic settlement units with a higher share of the population with 
completed secondary education with a high school diploma or university education. Among 
the economically active, employees already predominated over workers (43%). In 1991, 
Osnice had the lowest representation of workers (30%) in Jesenice. The latest available data 
on educational attainment from the 2011 census shows a renewed increase in education: 
people who have completed secondary education with a high school diploma or university 
studies account for 65% of those living in the village. The parts of Jesenice-U Zdiměřic (83%), 
Drazdy and Za Rozkoší (79%) have a very high share of people with higher education, whereas 
the lowest share is reached by Osnice (62%). The growing share of people with higher and 
secondary education is generally due to the increasing level of education in the population, but 
also thanks to the immigration of a strong social group with higher educational attainment in 
the process of suburbanisation. 

In 2019, less than 1,500 foreigners lived within the municipality, which is 14.7% of the local 
population and a very high value in comparison with other suburban municipalities. Most 
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foreigners can be found in the settlement units of Jesenice, Zdiměřice, and U Obory. Citizens of 
Central and Eastern European countries predominate among foreigners. In Jesenice and 
Zdiměřice, the most frequently represented citizenships are Vietnamese, Slovaks, and 
Ukrainians. In an exclusive location located in close proximity to the park Průhonice called 
U Obory, Russians predominate. 
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