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The history of the Dolní Břežany was documented as early as the Late Stone Age. The most 
important known sites date to the ninth and eighth century BC and then to the fifth and 
fourth century BC. The archeologic locality in Dolní Břežany represents the largest 
prehistoric fortified complex in Bohemia (National Heritage Institute, 2015). This oppidum, 
whose fortifications enclosed an area of up to 170 ha, is now preserved only in terrain relics. 
Thanks to its favourable location in Prague’s border vicinity, it nowadays serves mainly as 
a recreational place. 

The village of Břežany itself was first mentioned in written sources at the beginning of the 
fourteenth century in a record of the purchase of the Břežany farm by the Prague burgher 
Menhart Olbramovic. Throughout history, Břežany belonged to the Zbraslav Monastery or 
the Litomyšl bishopric. After the Hussite wars, the municipality was seized by Emperor 
Sigismund and rented to the Benda family. Subsequently, the Dolní Břežany estate changed 
ownership several times. From 1715 until the nationalisation of the 1940s, Dolní Břežany 
and the adjacent villages were owned by the Prague archbishopric. In the eighteenth century, 
Dolní Břežany had a mill, a forge, a tavern, and farmyards (Kucrová, 2014). Among the most 
profitable industries in the area was the brewery. Already at the time of nationalisation, the 
brewery premises were in very poor condition, and only part of the buildings have survived 
to the present day. 

From the turn of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Dolní Břežany was the 
administrative and economic centre of a large estate (Kucrová, 2014), which in the first half 
of the 1600s stretched from Modřany in the north to Podlučí in the south, bordered by the 
Vltava River in the west, and, in the east, the boundary of the estate extended to the village of 
Jirčany (Figure 19.1). There was a fortress within the village territory, and this was later 
rebuilt into a Renaissance castle which served as the seat of the archbishopric. Today, it is 
still one of the important monuments of Dolní Břežany (Figure 19.2). Apart from the 
archbishopric, the castle also served as the Italian embassy. After nationalisation, the castle 
was used by the state administration and served as a barracks (Vinšová, 2017). In restitution, 
it was returned to the Archdiocese of Prague, which subsequently renovated the castle 
grounds and opened within it a luxury hotel in 2018. 
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Figure 19.1: Cadastral sketches of Dolní Břežany (1841). 
Source: Národní archiv (2021). 
 

By the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the territory of Dolní Břežany was 
home to a post office, a telegraph office, the head administration of the archbishop’s forests, 
a district doctor, and a school, which was built in 1826 by Archbishop Leopold Václav 
Chlumčanský. The inhabitants of Břežany were mainly employed in agriculture, in the local 
business yards, in the Modřany sugar factory, or Prague factories (C. K. okresní školní rada na 
Královských Vinohradech, 1898). 

The past glory of the municipality has been followed by the successful territorial and 
strategic development of the municipality in the last twenty years, which serves as an 
example of good practice for other developing suburban municipalities in the Prague 
metropolitan area. A significant role in the development of the municipality is played by the 
approach of their representatives to spatial development. The municipality uses tools such as 
regulatory plans for development sites, organises invited architectural competitions, and has 
introduced the position of a municipal architect (Gebrian, 2015). The municipality’s zoning 
plan was approved by referendum so as to declare a broader consensus of the municipality’s 
residents on the development phases and the rules for the development of the municipality’s 
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buildings in predetermined phases (Vašourková, 2016). Successful development is also 
facilitated by the long-term intention of its leadership to co-finance municipal development 
with European projects and state money. According to Zével (2019), the recent development 
of the municipality, in addition to the creation of new functions, has also strengthened the 
symbolic importance of the municipality. Based on an analysis of commuting data, the author 
concludes that Dolní Břežany is a regional centre, especially in terms of services. In terms of 
work commuting, the municipality has a significant position mainly within the entire Prague 
metropolitan area, but it does not have a significant position for neighbouring municipalities 
in terms of work commuting. 

Information about the history and present of Dolní Břežany can be obtained from various 
sources. Veronika Kucrová’s dissertation (2014) deals with the transformation of the cultural 
landscape of the DolníBřežany estate between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
Information about the form of Břežany in the nineteenth century can also be drawn from 
village descriptions published by the C. K. okresní školní rada na Královských Vinohradech 
(1898). Most of the works are devoted to present day Dolní Břežany. The centrality of the 
village within the Dolní Břežany was addressed in Jiří-Jakub Zévl’s master’s thesis (2019). 
The transformation of secondary housing in Jarovo was the subject of Dana Fialová’s 
research (2012). Many spatial analyses focusing on Dolní Břežany come from authors 
working within the Urban and Regional Laboratory. Within the framework of the 
Technological Agency of the Czech Republic’s (TAČR) Omega programme, they prepared 
a microregional analysis of the Dolní Břežany region in cooperation with the municipality of 
Dolní Břežany, focusing on the issue of suburbanisation and estimating future trends in the 
area of interest (Pospíšilová et al. 2012a, b, c, Ouředníček et al. 2013). Selected outputs of this 
programme can be found in the form of specialised maps from the Population Atlas portal. 

 
Figure 19.2: Dolní Břežany in a historical postcard—Zbraslavská cesta after 1900. 
Source: Dolní Břežany (2021). 
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Development of the number of inhabitants, houses, and apartments 
The municipal population has been stable since 1869, hovering slightly around a thousand 
people. There was a slight decline at the beginning of the 1920s, probably in connection with 
the First World War. It was not until the 1960s that the village again reached a population 
comparable to that of before the war. On the basis of population development, we can 
conclude that although Břežany has always been situated in the Prague’s suburban area, it 
was not an attractive residential location during socialism. As stated by Ouředníček (1994), 
as a result of central planning, villages in the hinterland of Prague were often underfinanced 
settlements with low levels of basic amenities. Due to the difficulty of obtaining building land, 
the necessity to commute to work, and the low level of anonymity, people who had the 
opportunity to acquire their own housing in a family house often perceived these villages as 
less residentially attractive locations. A turning point in the perceived attractiveness of 
suburban communities occurred in the second half of the 1990s. A massive population 
increase has occurred since the beginning of the millennium in connection with the process 
of suburbanisation, which is characterised primarily by an increase in the number of 
immigrants and the rapid development of residential housing in the municipality. At present, 
there are over 4,200 inhabitants in the municipality, and their number is still growing. In 
addition to the positive migration balance, the second half of the first decade also saw 
a natural increase (see graph in Figure 19.3). Both processes reached their peak in 2009. 
In recent years, there has been a decline in the overall growth rate with a new low in 2016 
and a slowdown in the population growth of the municipality. 

 
Figure 19.3: Dolní Břežany population balance, 1971–2019. 
Source: ČSÚ (2021). 
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The development of the buildingarea is shown on the map sheet. The oldest buildings were 
located near the manor house and around the Pazderák Pond along the road to Zlatníky. In 
the 1870s there were 123 houses in the territory of Břežany. A hundred years later, the 
number of houses had grown to almost three hundred. The most significant increase in 
housing construction though was recorded in the 1990s and at the beginning of the 
millennium. Houses built after 1991 now make up 64% of the housing stock. 

The development of the natural areas (Figure 19.4) of Dolní Břežany was prepared by 
students of the Department of Social Geography and Regional Development at the Faculty of 
Science of Charles University, and, together with the coloured plan and aerial photographs 
(Figure 19.5), it provides an idea of the gradual expansion and completion of the gaps in the 
Břežany area. At present, the oldest development is followed by an administrative, 
commercial, and scientific and technical centre. The area of the science and technology 
complex includes two laser centres (ELI Beamlines and HiLASE), completed in 2014 and 
2015 on a former brownfield site. The establishment of this scientific research infrastructure 
was put in place mainly thanks to the enlightened approach of the municipality's 
representatives to spatial development and successful cooperation with the former owner of 
the land, the Archdiocese of Prague (Vinšová, 2017). On the north side of the historical centre 
of the village, a commercial and administrative centre was created, which fulfils the role of 
the previously missing square. Rather than a village character, the square has an urban 
atmosphere, created mainly by several-storey modern apartment buildings with services on 
the ground floor. The areas described are further linked to an older, mixed residential 
development as well as new residential areas built after 1989. These sites are located 
throughout the perimeter of the village. In addition to the residential units, new service 
infrastructure has also been built in Dolní Břežany in the last 20 years: a modern 
kindergarten, a primary school, and a cemetery. 

Břežany also includes parts of Zálepy, Lhota, and Jarov. In Lhota, the older core is still 
preserved, which consists primarily of farmhouses and smaller residential houses. An 
essential element of Dolní Břežany’s built-up area is the recreational cottage development, 
which can currently be found in Zálepy and Jarov. Especially in Zálepy, part of the buildings 
have changed their function from recreational to permanent housing in the last 30 years as a 
result of reconstructions, demolitions, or building on vacant lots (Fialová, 2012). In contrast 
to Zálep, Jarov still retains a predominantly recreational character, mainly due to the 
morphology of the development. The cottages are located on smaller plots; the recreational 
area is enclosed on one side by the railway, road, and rising terrain; and, on the other side, it 
is enclosed by the Vltava River with its bank defined as a floodplain. Some of the cottages are 
also located in the valley of the Lhotecký Brook. 
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Settlement Character 
Number 
of 
houses 

Population 

Dolní Břežany  village 160 851 

Dolní Břežany ‒ total village 160 851 

Table 19.1: Settlements forming the cadastral territory of Dolní Břežany (Census 1930). 
Source: Statistical Lexicon (1934). 
 

 
Figure 19:4: Dolní Břežany natural areas. 
Source: Benáčková et al. (2012). 
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Figure 19.5: Aerial photo of Dolní Břežany in 2003 (left) and 2019 (right). 
Source: Seznam.cz (2021). 
 
Development of the social environment and age structure 
At the beginning of the 1970s, the age structure of the village was dominated by young 
people between 15 and 24 years of age and people in their 40s. Among the young people, 
men were more likely to be predominant, while the prevalence of women increased with 
increasing age. At the beginning of the 1990s, the dominance of men was most evident in the 
35 to 45 age group and among teenagers. As in the previous period, female dominance was 
higher in the population aged 55 and over. In 2019, the number of significantly represented 
broader age groups (cohorts) declined from three to two compared to 1991. The population 
of Dolní Břežany was dominated by people in their 40s and children aged between 5 and 14. 
Conversely, young people between 20 and 34 years of age and people over 55 years of age 
were less frequently represented in the age structure of the village compared to the other age 
groups. The resulting shape of the 2019 pyramid was influenced by the arrival of working-
age people as part of the suburbanisation process. Often these were families with children or 
young couples who had moved in at the beginning of the millennium and had grown older 
over time. We suggest that it is these people, along with a stronger representation of 
similarly aged residents, that contribute to the higher proportion of people between 40 and 
54 in the age structure of the Dolní Břežany population. The proportion of older seniors 
(people aged 75 and over) was highest in the municipality in the early 1990s (7.9%). The 
current proportion of older seniors (4.4%) in the total population is roughly similar to that of 
the 1970s (4.8%). An increase in the representation of the oldest seniors can be expected in 
the years to come due to the gradual ageing of the larger population. 
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In the 1970s, the village was primarily working-class, and the overall level of education was 
also lower, with only 12% of the population aged 15 and over having a high school or college 
education. In 1991, less than 22% of the population in the entire municipality had attained 
secondary and higher education, with a higher proportion in the municipality of Lhota 
(27.5%). The lower share of educational attainment in the early 1990s is particularly evident 
in the female population (19.4%). Compared to the Prague-West district (28.5%), the 
educational attainment rate is also lower (SLDB, 1991). Twenty years later, the proportion of 
the population with secondary and higher education is twice as high in Dolní Břežany 
(61.3%). In contrast to the previous reporting period, it is not the Lhota part of the 
municipality that reaches the highest share, but Dolní Břežany itself (63.5%; SLDB, 2011). 
The increase in educational attainment is not only a result of the generally increasing 
educational attainment in the population but also a result of the immigration of a strong 
social group with higher educational attainment as part of the suburbanisation process. The 
lowest proportion of the population with secondary and university education is found in the 
predominantly recreational part of Jarov (15.8%). The reason for Jarov’s lower level of 
education may be due to the higher proportion of older people, who generally have a lower 
level of education, or the presence of people with a lower social status who use the local 
recreational facilities as affordable low-cost housing. 

In 2019, there were less than three hundred residents of foreign nationality living in the 
municipality, which is less than 7% of the population. Among the foreign nationals, Slovaks, 
Russians, Ukrainians, and Vietnamese predominated. Citizens of the United States and 
Uzbekistan were also significantly represented in the municipality. The majority of 
foreigners live in Dolní Břežany and Lhota. In spite of the fact that there is scientific and 
technical infrastructure of international importance in Břežany employing a number of 
foreign workers, this fact is not reflected in the structure of foreigners living in the 
municipality. We can therefore assume that foreign scientific workers commute to Břežany 
from Prague or suburban municipalities located in the Prague metropolitan area. 
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